
 

COURSE INFORMATION – TOPICS AND REQUIREMENTS 
 

Subject: Modern Social Theories (MSP1104) 1. semester 
Instructor: Zsuzsa Béda  

Email address: beda.zsuzsa@nye.hu 

 

Hours: 2 hours/week 

 

Semester program:  

 

     1. week: Introduction/Description of Subject Program and System of Course, Topics and  

       Requirements 

     2. week: Foundations of Social Science, the Main Trends of Sociology 

3. week: Foundations of Modern Social Theory and Modern Social Thought  

4. week: Characteristics of Modern Society 

5. week: Comparability of Societies and Cultures 

6. week: Concept of Globalization, Giddens, Held, McGrew, Cultural Globalization 

7. week: test 

8. week: The Social Organizing Effect of Globalization, Economic Globalization 

9. week: McDonaldization 

10. week: The Experience Society 

11. week: The Theory of Risk Society 

12. week: Castells: The Network Society 

13. week: Theories of Consumer Society 

14. week: Summary/Conclusion 

 

Participation in the sessions: - The lectures are an integral part of the training, so the 

Institution expects the students to participate in the lectures (TVSz § 8.1.)  

 

 

 

 



 

Semester requirement: colloquium 

 

1. Foundations of Modern Social Theory and Modern Social Thought  

2. Characteristics of Modern Society 

3. Comparability of Societies and Cultures 

4. Concept of Globalization, Giddens, Held, McGrew, Cultural Globalization 

5. The Social Organizing Effect of Globalization, Economic Globalization 

6. McDonaldization 

7. The Experience Society 

8. The Theory of Risk Society 

9. Castells: The Network Society 

          10. Theories of Consumer Society 

 

Literature:  

• Morrison, K. (2006). Marx, Durkheim, Weber: Formations of Modern Social Thought 

• The Origins and Foundations of Modern Social Theory: 1750–1920 

https://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-

binaries/18384_01_Morrison_Ch01.pdf 

• Formations Of Modernity Understanding Modern Societies: An Introduction 
by edited by : Stuart Hall and Bram Gieben 

• Giddens, Anthony (1999) Runaway World: How Globalization is Reshaping Our Lives. London 

•  "The McDonaldization of society, 6th ed". Reference & Research Book News. 25 (3). August 
2010. Archived from the original on 3 January 2018. Retrieved 2 

January 2018.https://www.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-
binaries/14601_Chapter_1_An_Introduction_to_McDonalization.pdf 
http://users.uoa.gr/~cdokou/RitzerMcDonaldization.pdf 

• Miles, S. (2020) The Experience Society: How Consumer Capitalism Reinvented Itself 

• Beck, U.(1992) Risk Society, Towards a New Modernity. Trans. from the German by Mark 

Ritter, and with an Introduction by Scott Lash and Brian Wynne. London: Sage 

Publications, 1992 [originally publ. 1986]. 260 pp. 

• Castells, M. (2000b). The rise of the network society (2nd ed.). U.S.: Blackwell 

Publishing.http://www.geof.net/research/2005/castells-network-society 

https://www.worldsupporter.org/en/summary/summary-network-society-39973 

• Jacob C. Miller (2017) The Sociology of Consumption: A Global Approach, The AAG 

Review of Books, 5:3, 186-188, https://doi.org/10.1080/2325548X.2017.1315253 
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